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Secondary vegeration, is presently an important component of land cover in most m _
and, considering the present patterns of economic development, the areas covered by | Humuﬂm J
probably will continue m grow, demanding urgent anention from research tovands uhderstandi

different perspectives and scales (e. g functions related to biophysical and biug:u&“ﬂ‘m: e
and glabal scales; as source of biodiversity; as source of useful products; as socio-cultoml compones

soen as & way oo relieve the pressure on the narwral forest areas.

A number of studies involving the use of remaore sensing rhecaiques, mainly townrds undestanding

cover dynamics in the region, have also been praviding reliable informadon abour the mole of second oy
and irs dynamics, and their links with aspects such as povernmental pdir.bﬁ. and the introduction o :
options, and should be also faced as wools w plan any management ton. 1 #

The understandig of the processes of biomass and nuttient acoumuliion and sccondary sucesssion

under clircumstances differentiated by land use histories, and biop cts, is also providing |
guide strategies to manage this vegetation under different focus and ,m“;mt mmnnimw h. X

policies. 1
O this line, for instance, wirhin the conrext of slash-and -burn agriculture, practiced by most of the all
farmers in the region, the numbers so far rised by studies on biomass #nd numieng stock accomulaton &
funcrional biodiversity during different fallow periods and different agriculwml pracrices (i. 2. land

versus without mechanizition) are helping ro develop/validare rechiniques alming ar avoiding nutrient
land preparation for agricultural activines (i. e. sashimuleh in substibution so stash-andburm land

at guaranteeing feasible nutrient stocks under relatively short fallow periods, without reduing biodiversicy (i e
fallow vegetation enrichment with nutrient fixing fast growing Il:gw o
Furthermore, the figures raised on fallow vegetation processes, such as water, energy nﬂ, Ehrqllﬂ
emission are strong arguments in building environment concerned policies devated o cu  the
Amazonia scenario. ' 5

Chne important step on that line which is also being considered reds secondary vep

including monetary and non-monetary valuation of carbon sequtﬂ:#m [miming to ra
rarket); bodiversioy; nucrbent and warer cycling, and orther Hnncﬂ'i'qﬁ;:ﬂn va

COH MV R

Another relevanr research line also underway, more limired o ary is the -.1.' d
management/use powards penerating benefits (financial, social mmﬂ i«
Aspects such as potential commercial value of secondary forest speecies; munagement op
timber products; and provision of environmental services, or any w:hbt
in research protocols being carried out

It is important to keep in mind that although secondary vegetation -
provided by primary forests, it may be seen as a land usc frasible wol) g '_ 3
comparatively high magnitude and in some circumstances, as in T_h: CEEE
productive slternative in the long term than the removal of the nas _'*I
For all these reasons, and considering the percentage of land cover Tepy h'
the tendency of governmental policies voward reducing the sgnculggl

use of previously deforestated areas in Amazonia, any attempt 10 (g

vegetation may be considered as a way 10 alleviate the presswre upg '
Embrapa Amardnia Orniental s sttempting to contribute to the u .1 - Jﬂfﬁuﬁm
vegetation associated 1o agricultural systems, to the definition of the e gt
component of land cover reality, tnﬁtwdmmsmn#mm
the offer of toals o foresee future scenanos involving secondary mﬂjm
initiatives: 1} The Project “Secondary Forests and Fallow \le-geumﬁl
Mnnu:ulamn :qutm Cap::eua} 3 Component ﬂthe Brand

Mmap.'tntm of Secondary Forests”, in collaboration with EIFGH;-D\T[E and p
camponent of the "Large Scale Baosphere Ammosphere Experiment in W (0
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