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Human exposure to pesticide residues present in food is a matter of concern by national
authorities and international organizations. The dietary exposure to pesticides can be chronic
(long-term, including during a life time) or acute (short-term, one meal or during 24 hours). The
assessment of the risks from this exposure to human health is an essential part of the pesticide
registration process in many countries and critical for the establishment of international food standards
by the Codex Alimentarius. The risk assessment process consists of four steps: hazard identification,
hazard characterization, exposure assessment and risk characterization. This presentation will present
some research on pesticide dietary exposure assessment and risk characterization conducted in Brazil
in the last years. We will also discuss the limitations of the data available in the country to estimate the
exposure, i.e., food consumption and pesticide residue data.
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