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The citrus plants comprise the genus Citrus and relativesofit, with emphasisto Poncirus, Fortunella, Microcitrus, Eremocitrus and Clymenia. They are among
the oldest plants cultivated, a large portion ofthem native to the Asian continent.
The introduction, conservation, characterization, evaluation and documentation of
citrus are activities fundamental in dealing with germplasmof this importantplant
group, contributing as basis to breeding programs and to the diversification of
cultivars

The studies on Citrus at the National Research Center for Cassava and
Tropical Fruits (CNPMF), also called Embrapa Cassava & Tropical Fruits, located
in Cruz das Almas, Bahia, Brazil, started at the beginning ofthe decadeof 1950, at
the Instituto Agrondmico do Leste - IAL. From the decade 1980,using as basis the
Active Germplasm Bank of Citrus (BAGCitrus) of Embrapa Cassava&Tropical
Fruits, has been carried out a genetic improvement program based upon
hybridizations aiming specially at obtaining rootstocks adapted to regional
conditions, with emphasison tolerance to droughtstress.

The localization under tropical conditions, on latitude 12° South,of the BAG
Citrus hasto be pointed out, asit ‘Maybe unique on world level in such environment.
'n North and Northeast Brazil this Germplasm Bank has been the main source of
citrus botanical material, with some branching to other regionsofthe country,The morphological characterization of the germplasm has been carried out
based upona list of minimum descriptors established by the Intemational Plant
Genetic Resources Institute - IPGRI, in addition to cytogenetic techniques using
chromosomal banding. doneat the Federal University of Pernambuco - UFPE.

The BAGCitrus has been used in support of the Genetic Improvement
Program of Citrus of Embrapa Cassava & Tropical Fruits, concerningthe selection
of promising varieties introduced, rootstocks (Figure 1) and scions (Figure 2), and
the hybridizations for the generation of new varieties.

In Table 1 is shown information on the numberof accessions presently
available within each species andin Figure3s illustrated the variability existent in
the Active Germplasm BankofCitrus with respect to fruit sizes and shapes.



Table 1. Number of accessions for each species in the Active Germplasm BankofCitrus at Embrapa Cassava & Tropical Fruits. Cruz das Almas, Bahia, Brazil, 2006
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