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Description 
The genus Citrus L. and related, especially Poncirus 
Raf., Fortunella Swingle, Microcitrus Swingle, 
Eremocitrus Swingle and Clymenia Swingle, constitute 
what is called for citrus, due to bear fruit similar to 
orange or lemon. This complex group of plants show 
wide variability of forms, which have increased over 
millennia, both for its cultivation since ancient times, 
by different civilizations, as a result of preservation by 
nature, mainly due to nucelar embryony. Citrus fruits 
ranging in size from small to very large. Among the 
smaller are the kumquats Fortunella spp. and acid 
limes C. aurantifolia (Christm.) Swingle, whose 
dimensions hardly exceed 5 cm. At the other extreme 
are pummelos C. maxima (Burm.) Merr. and citrons 
C. medica L., which can reach 30 cm in diameter or 
length. Other traits also show great diversity: the skin 
color ranges from yellow-green in acid limes to red-
orange in some tangerines, as 'Dancy' C. tangerina hort 
ex Tanaka; the fruit pulp color allows to classified the 
oranges into two groups: white and the blood color or 
sanguine (Figure 1); the fruit shape also shows clear 
differences, from oblate to piriform; when ripe, the fruit 
of some species and varieties are very acidy, while in 
others the acidity is almost zero; the leaves show 
variations in the length, width and leaf blade color, 
petioles of different types and the presence of 
variegation (Figure 2); the size of adult s trees , in turn, 
also show sharp variations; while all species of the 
genus Citrus keep their leaves throughout the year, the 
genus Poncirus in temperate and subtropical climates 
is deciduous.
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